
Mental Health Topics 
 in Family Law: 

Advanced Applications  

Presenters Lorri Yasenik PhD | Rachel Birnbaum PhD | Alyson Jones, MA 

This one day workshop brings three diverse thought leaders to the challenges of the in-
tersection of Family Law processes and Child and Family Mental Health concerns.  

This day poses the question: What can we do better?  

Drawing on empirical and practice based evidence, the three presenters will challenge entry level 
concepts to present the nuances of working with complex families.   

Topics include the impact of: adult attachment organization on separation and divorce, coercive and 
controlling relationship histories, the place of children’s voices, parental mental health issues, adap-
tive and maladaptive gate keeping, children with special needs, and the dynamcis of children who 
resist or refuse contact. This day is for advanced practitioners  working in family law who have 
attended introductory  courses and need more.   

Early Bird:  $375.00 (before February 28, 2022) 

Full Fee:  $425.00 (from March 1, 2022)

April 29, 2022  
On-Line Forum 

Register At  

www.iccfl.training 

Learning Objectives 
Participants will be able to: 

1. Identify intervening mental health issues in cases of high conflict separation and divorce

2. Describe the dynamics of intimate partner violence and its interplay with high-conflict separation and di-

vorce

3. List at least three adult attachment-related issues that contribute to the ways in which parties manage

post-separation and divorce dynamics

4. Describe resist and refuse dynamics and its correlates with high conflict separation and divorce

5. Explain the types of gatekeeping that occur post separation and divorce and the impact on children

6. Identify case management issues related to protecting children in cases where resist and refuse dynamics

are present

7. Discuss specific issues related to children with special needs and the development of best-interests par-

enting plans

8. Explain what it is to gain from the “Voice of the Child”



Lorri Yasenik PhD 

Lorri Yasenik PhD, is the 
Director of Rocky Moun-
tain Play Therapy Insti-
tute in Calgary, Alberta 
Canada and Co-director 
of the International Cen-
tre for Children and Fam-
ily Law in Austral-
Canada. Lorri is a Regis-
tered Supervisor of Child 
Psychotherapy and Play 
Therapy and delivers cer-
tified play therapy train-
ing programs internation-
ally in the areas of child 
and play therapy and 
child inclusive practice. 
Lorri is the recent past 
president of AFCC AB 
Chapter and is a Regis-
tered PC and Family Me-
diator. 

About the Presenters 
Register At  

www.iccfl.training 

Rachel Birnbaum PhD 

Rachel Birnbaum, Ph.D., 
RSW, LL.M, is a Professor 
at King’s University Col-
lege at Western Universi-
ty in London, Ontario. 
Her primary areas of 
teaching focus on chil-
dren and families, ethics 
and the law, and re-
search methods. Her re-
search and scholarship 
are interdisciplinary in all 
aspects related to family 
justice issues. She has 
over 30 years of practice 
experience and has pre-
sented nationally and in-
ternationally on par-
enting assessments, child 
legal representation, chil-
dren’s participation in 
family disputes, and on 
the intersection between 
law and social work.  

Alyson Jones MA 

Alyson Jones MA, RCC is 
the Clinical Director at 
Alyson Jones & Associ-
ates in Vancouver BC, 
where she oversees a 
mental health team spe-
cializing in divorce and 
separation issues. She is 
a Parenting Coordinator, 
Divorce Coach and the 
Director of the Family 
Forward Program which 
provides reunification 
therapy and containment 
strategies for high con-
flict divorces.  


